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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
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Olney, Maryland 
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WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 
(Stand) 

 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring 
it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN                                O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
INTROIT Psalm 2:1–2, 4–7; antiphon: Liturgical Text 
When all was still, and it was midnight, 
 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
Why do the nations rage 
 and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
 against the LORD and against his anointed. 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord holds them in derision. 
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
“As for me, I have set my King 
 on Zion, my holy hill.” 
I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
 today I have begotten you. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
When all was still, and it was midnight, 
 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 
 
KYRIE LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GLORIA                        Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive 
Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He 
comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
 and every garment rolled in blood 
 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 96; antiphon: v. 2 
1Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 
 sing to the LORD, all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the nations, 
 his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
 he is to be feared above all gods. 
5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
 but the LORD made the heavens. 
6Splendor and majesty are before him; 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
 tremble before him, all the earth! 
10Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 
 Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 12let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
 13before the LORD, for he comes, 
 for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness, 
 and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
 
 
EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
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ALLELUIA                   Let Our Gladness Have No End LSB 381 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Birth of Christ, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a 
great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they 
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But 
Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(Sit) 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON 
 
(Stand) 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING              Fall On Your Knees  Chancel Choir 
 
(Stand) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN                               Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
COLLECT  

P Let us pray. 
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on 
earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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BLESSING 

P Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which 
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support 
the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 

 

HYMN TO DEPART                 Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
(Stand) 

 

PREFACE LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 
death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed 
for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 
(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 


