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“On the night when He was betrayed…” 

 

Maundy Thursday is the evening on which we remember the events of the Thursday before Jesus’ 
death, especially his institution of the Lord’s Supper.  The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word 
mandatum (“commandment”), referring to Jesus’ new commandment to his disciples on that evening, 
“Love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34).  

  

We continue this evening our Lenten study of the Lord’s Prayer, focusing on the Sixth Petition, “And lead 
us not into temptation,” which echoes Jesus’ warning to his disciples as he urged them to pray in the gar-
den of Gethsemane. 

  

There is a particular and poignant sense of absence in this evening’s commemoration, as circumstances 
force us to celebrate this holy day without either foot-washing or the Eucharist itself. We rightly grieve 
the loss of these things, especially the intimate presence of our Lord in the Sacrament. But we also re-
member Jesus’ promise on this evening to his own grieving disciples, as they began to realize that he 
would soon be taken from them: “So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts 
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 
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There is a ‘movement’ of 
meditation, expressing the 
basic 'paschal' rhythm of 
the Christian life, the pas-
sage from death to life in 
Christ. Sometimes prayer, 
meditation and contempla-
tion are ‘death’―a kind of 
descent into our own noth-
ingness, a recognition of 
helplessness, frustration, 
infidelity, confusion, igno-
rance. Note how common 
this theme is in the Psalms. 
If we need help in medita-
tion we can turn to scriptur-
al texts that express this 
profound distress of man in 
his nothingness and his 
total need of God. Then as 
we determine to face the 
hard realities of our inner 
life and humbly for faith, he 
draws us out of darkness 

into light―he hears us, an-
swers our prayer, recogniz-
es our need, and grants us 
the help we require―if only 
by giving us more faith to 
believe that he can and will 
help us in his own time. 
This is already a sufficient 

answer. 

―Thomas Merton  

P  The Pastor    C  The congregation’s responses are in bold 

 

     

 

PRELUDE 
 

THE LITANY 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

  

P From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil 

death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition 

and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and 
from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody 

sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and buri-

al; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of 

the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the 

hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
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Compassion asks us to go 
where it hurts, to enter into the 
places of pain, to share in bro-
kenness, fear, confusion, and 
anguish. Compassion challeng-
es us to cry out with those in 
misery, to mourn with those 
who are lonely, to weep with 
those in tears. Compassion re-

quires us to be weak with the 
weak, vulnerable with the vul-
nerable, and powerless with the 
powerless. Compassion means 
full immersion in the condition 

of being human. 

―Henri J.M. Nouwen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the prodigal son had not be-
lieved that the father's love was 
already waiting for him, he 
would not have been able to 
make the journey home - even if 
his father's love welcomes him 
in a way he never would have 
dreamed of. The decisive thing 
is that the sinner has heard of a 
love that could be, and really is, 

there for him; he is not the one 
who has to bring himself into 
line with God; God has always 
already seen in him, the love-
less sinner, a beloved child and 
has looked upon him and con-
ferred dignity upon him in the 

light of this love.” 

―Hans Urs von Balthasar  

P To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pas-

tors and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and under-
standing of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy liv-

ing; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the 

way of truth all who have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into 
Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and 

Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to 
comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from 
discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in every time 

of need; 

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and 

protect our magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribula-
tion; to protect and guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, 

increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and 

widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free 
those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn 
their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the 

earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
  

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN  Where Charity and Love Prevail        LSB 845 
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5 Let us recall that in our midst 
    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 
    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ was obedient unto death 

and drank the cup prepared for him according to your will; 
may we who have shared his table in this life faithfully watch with 

him through the night of suffering, until at last we drink with him 

the new wine of your Kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING          Exodus 12:1–14 
 1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month 

shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of 

the year for you. 3Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day 

of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ 

houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too small for a 
lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the num-

ber of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your 

count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year 

old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall 

keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly 
of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 

 7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two door-

posts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the 

flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter 

herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but 

This whole matter of remem-
brance is very important for 
biblical understanding. The 

exodus story begins this way: 
“The people of Israel groaned 
under their bondage, and 
cried out for help, and their 
cry under bondage came up 
to God And God heard their 
groaning, and God remem-

bered his covenant with Abra-
ham, with Isaac, and with 
Jacob. And God saw the peo-
ple of Israel, and God knew 

their condition.”  

This passage has sometimes 
been made to seem ridicu-

lous, as though it meant that 
God had forgotten—the Israel-
ites had just slipped his mind 
somehow—and now he has 
suddenly recalled them. Simi-
larly, prayers asking God to 

“remember” had been misun-
derstood—as though God 
needed us to remind him of 
something that he might oth-
erwise forget! That was never 
the meaning of remembering 
in the prayers of the church. 

Remembering in Scripture 
refers to present action. If a 
woman prays to God to re-
member her mother, that does 
not mean “please think about 
my mother from time to time.” 
It means, “Take action on 

behalf of my mother.” Similar-
ly, if we say that the Lord’s 
Supper is a “memorial,” we 
do not mean that we are 
simply thinking about Jesus’ 
last supper. When we repeat 
Jesus’ words, “do this in re-

membrance of me,” in the 
communion service, we do not 
simply call Jesus to mind. 
Jesus is actively present with 
power in the communion of 
the people. Disputes about 
the Lord’s Supper have divid-

ed the Christian church, but 
understanding the biblical 
concept of remembrance can 
help us. We are not just think-
ing about Jesus’ actions in 
the upper  room;  we 
acknowledge that he is pre-

sent and acting with the com-
munity gathered at the table 

in the present time.  

— Fleming Rutledge 
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  roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And you shall let 

none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 

morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt 
fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And 

you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12For I will pass 

through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in 

the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on 

the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of 

Egypt. 

 14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a 

feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you 

shall keep it as a feast.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM            Psalm 116:12–19 
Read responsively 

12What shall I render to the LORD 

 for all his benefits to me? 
 
13I will lift up the cup of salvation 

 and call on the name of the LORD, 

 
14I will pay my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all his people. 
15Precious in the sight of the LORD 

 is the death of his saints. 

 
16O LORD, I am your servant; 

 I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 

 You have loosed my bonds. 
 
17I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

 and call on the name of the LORD. 

 
18I will pay my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all his people, 

 
19in the courts of the house of the LORD, 

 in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the be-ginning,  

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE           1 Corinthians 11:23–32 
 23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also he took the 

cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now repentance is no fun at 
all. It is something much hard-
er than merely eating humble 
pie. It means unlearning all 
the self-conceit and self-will 
that we have been training 
ourselves into for thousands of 
years. It means killing part of 
yourself, undergoing a kind of 
death. In fact, it needs a good 
man to repent. And here 
comes the catch. Only a bad 
person needs to repent: only a 

good person can repent per-
fectly. The worse you are the 
more you need it and the less 
you can do it. The only person 
who could do it perfectly 
would be a perfect person--

and he would not need it.  

—C. S. Lewis  
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  you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death un-

til he comes. 

 27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the 

Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and 

drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning 

the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why many of 

you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged ourselves 

truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we 
are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

THE RESPONSE 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL             Luke 22:24–46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 24A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be re-

garded as the greatest. 25And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles 

exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called 

benefactors. 26But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you 
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27For who is 

the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one 

who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 

 28“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29and I assign 

to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30that you may eat and 

drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

 31“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might 

sift you like wheat, 32but I have prayed for you that your faith may not 

fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33Peter 

said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowing God... call it love, 
yes, only that can sound too 
emotional, or call it faith, 
and that can sound too cer-
ebral. And what is it? Both, 
and neither... it is the deci-
sion to be faithful, the pa-
tient refusal of easy gratifi-
cations... of Jesus' prayer in 
Gethsemane and on the 
cross, that bloody crown of 
love and faith. That is how I 
learn finally of a God who 
will not be fitted into my 
categories and expecta-
tions... the living truth too 
great for me to see, trusting 
that He will see and judge 
and yet not turn me away... 
That is the mercy which will 
never give us, or even let us 
be content with less than 
itself and less than the 
truth... we have seen the 

truth enacted in our own 
world as mercy, grace and 
hope, as Jesus, the only-
begotten, full of grace and 

truth. 

―Rowan Williams  

 

 

 

Having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved 

them to the end. 

John 13:1b 
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  death.” 34Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, 

until you deny three times that you know me.” 

 35And he said to them, “When I sent you out with no moneybag or 
knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.” 36He 

said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and like-

wise a knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and 

buy one. 37For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And 

he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about me 

has its fulfillment.” 38And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” 
And he said to them, “It is enough.” 

 39And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Ol-

ives, and the disciples followed him. 40And when he came to the place, he 

said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 41And he 

withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, 
42saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Neverthe-

less, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43And there appeared to him an 

angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44And being in an agony he 

prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood 

falling down to the ground. 45And when he rose from prayer, he came to 

the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46and he said to them, 
“Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into temp-

tation.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Go to Dark Gethsemane       LSB 436 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

As Adam lost the heritage of 
union with God in a garden, 
so now Our Blessed Lord ush-
ered in its restoration in a gar-
den. Eden and Gethsemane 
were the two gardens around 
which revolved the fate of hu-
manity. In Eden, Adam 
sinned; in Gethsemane, Christ 
took humanity's sin upon Him-
self. In Eden, Adam hid him-
self from God; in Gethsemane, 
Christ interceded with His 

Father; in Eden, God sought 
out Adam in his sin of rebel-
lion; in Gethsemane, the New 
Adam sought out the Father 
and His submission and resig-
nation. In Eden, a sword was 
drawn to prevent entrance into 
the garden and thus immortal-
izing of evil; in Gethsemane, 

the sword would be sheathed. 

―Fulton J. Sheen 

 

 

 

 

 

The temptation of Christ was 
harder, unspeakably harder, 
than the temptation of Adam; 
for Adam carried nothing in 
himself which could have giv-
en the tempter a claim and 
power over him. But Christ 
bore in himself the whole bur-
den of the flesh, under the 
curse, under condemnation; 
and yet his temptation was 
henceforth to bring help and 

salvation to all flesh. 

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer   
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  CATECHISM LESSON 
P The Sixth Petition: 

C And lead us not into temptation. 
  

P What does this mean? 

C God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would 
guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful 

nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, des-

pair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked 

by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them 

and win the victory. 

 

SERMON          Pastor Timothy Boerger 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

ANTHEM    How Beautiful 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

A silly idea is current that 
good people do not know 
what temptation means. 
This is an obvious lie. Only 
those who try to resist temp-
tation know how strong it 
is... A man who gives in to 
temptation af ter f ive 
minutes simply does not 
know what it would have 
been like an hour later. That 
is why bad people, in one 
sense, know very little 

about badness. They have 
lived a sheltered life by al-

ways giving in. 

―C.S. Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When tempted, no one 
should say, “God is tempt-
ing me.” For God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does he 
tempt anyone; but each per-
son is tempted when they 
are dragged away by their 
own evil desire and en-
ticed. Then, after desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, gives birth to 
death. Don’t be de-

ceived, my dear brothers 
and sisters.  Every good 
and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from 
the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not 
change like shifting shad-

ows.   

James 1:13-17  
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  AGNUS DEI              LSB 434 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord 

Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands 
of sinful men; grant that we may not fall into temptation but daily 

take up our cross and follow Him in the way that leads to life eter-

nal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES         Psalm 22 
 
The altar candles are extinguished, anticipating the darkness of Good Friday. As 
Psalm 22 is recited, we move symbolically from the Garden of Gethsemane to Je-

sus's trial in the house of Annas. Jesus is now in the hands of his enemies. 
 

 

 

All leave the service in silence. 
 
 

 

 

 

And between the throne and the 
four living creatures and among 
the elders I saw a Lamb stand-
ing, as though it had been 
slain....And he went and took 
the scroll from the right hand of 
him who was seated on the 
throne. And when he had taken 
the scroll, the four living crea-
tures and the twenty-four elders 

fell down before the Lamb, each 
holding a harp, and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints. And 
they sang a new song, saying, 
"Worthy are you to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, for 
you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and lan-
guage and people and nation, 
and you have made them a 
kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on the 

earth. 

Revelation 5:6-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ is not gloriously trans-
ported from earth into heaven. 
He must instead go to the cross. 
And precisely there, where the 
cross stands, the resurrection is 
near. Precisely here, where all 
lose faith in God, where all des-
pair about the power of God, 
God is fully there, and Christ is 

alive and near. 

―Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
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Justus quidem tu es, Domine, si disputem tecum; verumtamen  
justa loquar ad te: Quare via impiorum prosperatur? &c.  

 
Thou art indeed just, Lord, if I contend  
With thee; but, sir, so what I plead is just.  
Why do sinners’ ways prosper? and why must  
Disappointment all I endeavour end?  
    Wert thou my enemy, O thou my friend,  
How wouldst thou worse, I wonder, than thou 
dost  
Defeat, thwart me? Oh, the sots and thralls of lust  
Do in spare hours more thrive than I that spend,  
Sir, life upon thy cause. See, banks and brakes  
Now, leavèd how thick! lacèd they are again  
With fretty chervil, look, and fresh wind shakes  
Them; birds build – but not I build; no, but strain,  
Time’s eunuch, and not breed one work that 
wakes.  
Mine, O thou lord of life, send my roots rain. 
 

—Gerard Manley Hopkins 
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permission.) 

  

He Qi (1951) grew up in China during the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). Having had some art lessons as a youth, 
he started painting Mao portraits in order to escape hard labor on the fields. One day he saw Rafael’s painting of 
Madonna and Child in an old art magazine. He was drawn immediately to the peaceful smile of Jesus’ mother, 
which led to his interest in Christianity. He Qi studied medieval art at the Hamburg Art Institute, Germany and 
then went on to receive his doctorate from the Nanjing Art College in Religious Art in 1993 (the first in China). 
Religious art from the middle ages almost always shows biblical scenes with European-looking people, in European 
settings. This inspired He Qi to depict biblical stories with a Chinese background, and Chinese characters. He Qi’s 

work shows the influence of medieval European art, as well as his familiarity with Chinese folk art, such as 

woodcuts, paper cutting, traditional weaving and embroidery. 

—biography by Francisca F. Ireland-Verwoerd,  
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