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Livestream our Service 
 

LCGS Website: 
http://olneygoodshepherd.org/worship/ 
 
LCGS FaceBook: 
https://www.facebook.com/TheLutheranChurchOfTheGoodShepherd/ 
 
LCGS YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/LCGSTV?feature=guide 
 
Busy? Experiencing technical difficulties? Today's worship service will be available on demand. 
https://boxcast.tv/channel/ufjib3bkeixbm7yfyrr8 
 
We are thankful that you have come to worship the Lord via our livestream. We pray that you will join us after public worship 
services resume. 

Pastor  

Reverend Timothy M. Boerger  

pastor@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 

Organist & Minister of Music 

Maria Sampogna  

maria@olneygoodshepherd.org 

Administrative Assistant  

Cate McDonald 

office@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 

Newsletter Submissions  

Nancy Wald 

nancy.wald@olneygoodshepherd.org 

Shepherd’s Care Children’s Center 

Director: Sandra Pernie  

sccc@olneygoodshepherd.org 

Phone:  (301) 570-7566 

“This is the feast of victory for our God” 
 

Easter Sunday is the Christian Church’s celebration of the turning point of cosmic history—the resur-
rection of Jesus of Nazareth from the dead.  The resurrection is the climactic event of Jesus’ earthly min-
istry, the heart of the New Testament message, and good news for the whole world.  The Apostle Paul 
explains it like this: “[I]f Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all people most to be pitied. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through 
a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” 
 
The oldest Christian holiday, the celebration of Easter most likely dates back to the time of the Apos-
tles. For Christians, Easter is the fulfillment of the ancient Passover (indeed, in most languages Easter is 
known by some variant of the Greek word Pascha, derived from the Hebrew word for Passover, pesach), 
remembering that by the death and resurrection of Jesus, God has delivered us from bondage to sin and 
death into the Promised Land of his Kingdom. One can perhaps hear echoes of a recycled Easter sermon 
in 1 Corinthians 5:7-8: “For Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the 
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth.” 
 
Originally, Easter was observed with an all-night vigil that culminated in the baptism of new believers at 
dawn on Easter Sunday. For the early Church, Easter was not just a remembrance of the historical fact of 
Jesus’ resurrection, but it was also a celebration of the present reality of his resurrection in the lives of 
those who have been united to him in baptism.   
 
It is my prayer that you also would know the joy and hope of Easter in your life, this day and always. 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

http://olneygoodshepherd.org/worship/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLutheranChurchOfTheGoodShepherd/
https://www.youtube.com/user/LCGSTV?feature=guide
https://boxcast.tv/channel/ufjib3bkeixbm7yfyrr8
mailto:pastor@olneygoodshepherd.org
mailto:maria@olneygoodshepherd.org
mailto:office@olneygoodshepherd.org
mailto:nancy.wald@olneygoodshepherd.org
mailto:sccc@olneygoodshepherd.org
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Today is the day of salva-
tion for the world... Christ is 
risen from the dead: arise 

with him. Christ returns to 
himself: you also must re-
turn to him. Christ has come 
forth from the tomb: free 
yourselves from the fetters 
of evil. The gates of hell are 
open and the power of 
death is destroyed. The old 
Adam is superseded, the 
new perfected. In Christ a 
new creation is coming to 

birth: renew yourselves. 

—Gregory of Nazianzus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient 
doors, 
that the King of glory may 

come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord, strong and 
mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And lift them up, O ancient 
doors, 
that the King of glory may 
come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory! 

Psalm 24:7-10 

P  The Pastor    C  The congregation’s responses are in bold 

 

     

 

GREETING 
 

PRELUDE 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The paschal candle is lit. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the 
hearts of Your faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we 

implore You, this new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter 

festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be found 

rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P May the light of Christ who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all 

the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
P Why do you seek the living among the dead? 

C He has risen, just as he said! 

P O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C For his steadfast love endures forever! 

P Let all Israel say: 

C “His steadfast love endures forever!” 

P Let the house of Aaron say: 

C “His steadfast love endures forever!” 

P Let those who fear the Lord say: 

C “His steadfast love endures forever!” 

P Out of my distress, I called to the Lord; 

C And he answered me and set me free. 

P Why do you seek the living among the dead? 

C He has risen, just as he said!  

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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Made for spirituality, we wal-
low in introspection. Made for 

joy, we settle for pleasure. 
Made for justice, we clamor for 
vengeance. Made for relation-
ship, we insist on our own way. 
Made for beauty, we are satis-
fied with sentiment. But new 
creation has already begun. The 
sun has begun to rise. Chris-
tians are called to leave behind, 
in the tomb of Jesus Christ, all 
that belongs to the brokenness 
and incompleteness of the pre-
sent world ... That, quite simply, 
is what it means to be Chris-
tian: to follow Jesus Christ into 
the new world, God's new 
world, which he has thrown 

open before us. 

—N.T. Wright  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be glad. Celebrate! Lose your 
mindless fear, and take courage 
today. No, don’t ever be afraid, 
no matter what’s happened to 
you before. That’s right, don’t 
be afraid, no matter what you 
may see coming. Take courage 
because Christ was crucified for 

you. 

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

OPENING HYMN  Morning Has Broken 

 
Bunessan (Morning has broken) (harmonization) (Hymn #8) - Alec Wyton 
Music - ©1982 Church Publishing, Inc.  
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-726546. All rights reserved. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

KYRIE  
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Let no one grieve at his 
poverty, 
for the universal kingdom 
has been revealed. 
Let no one mourn that he 
has fallen again and again; 
for forgiveness has risen 
from the grave. 
Let no one fear death, for 
the Death of our Savior has 
set us free. 
He has destroyed it by 
enduring it. 

—John Chrysostom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new humanity that is 

created around Jesus is not 

a humanity that is always 

going to be successful and 

in control of things, but a 

humanity that can reach out 

its hand from the depths of 

chaos, to be touched by the 

hand of God. 

—Rowan Williams  
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  HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting 
life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s 

resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving 

 

 

 

 

That is what worship is all 
about. It is the glad shout of 
praise that arises to God the 
creator and God the rescuer 
from the creation that recog-
nizes its maker, the creation 
that acknowledges the tri-
umph of Jesus the Lamb. That 
is the worship that is going on 

in heaven, in God's dimension, 
all the time. The question we 
ought to be asking is how best 

we might join in. 

—N.T. Wright  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take with you the joy of East-
er to the home, and make that 
home bright with more unself-
ish love, more hearty service; 

take it into your work, and do 
all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus; take it to your heart, 
and let that heart rise anew 
on Easter wings to a higher, a 
gladder, a fuller life; take it to 
the dear grave-side and say 
there the two words "Jesus 
lives!" and find in them the 
secret of calm expectation, the 

hope of eternal reunion. 

—John Ellerton  
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  Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING         Jeremiah 31:1–6 
 1“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Isra-

el, and they shall be my people.” 

2Thus says the LORD: 
“The people who survived the sword 

 found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 

 3the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
 therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

 O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines 

 and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
5Again you shall plant vineyards 
 on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant 

 and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6For there shall be a day when watchmen will call 

 in the hill country of Ephraim: 
‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

 to the LORD our God.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM             Psalm 16 

Read responsively 

1Preserve me, O God, 

 for in you I take refuge. 
2I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 

 I have no good apart from you.” 

3As for the saints in the land, 

 they are the excellent ones, 
 in whom is all my delight. 

4The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; 
 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

 or take their names on my lips. 

5The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 
 you hold my lot. 
6The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

 indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 

7I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

 in the night also my heart instructs me. 

We could cope—the world 
could cope—with a Jesus 
who ultimately remains a 
wonderful idea inside his 
disciples' minds and hearts. 
The world cannot cope with 
a Jesus who comes out of 
the tomb, who inaugurates 
God's new creation right in 

the middle of the old one.  

—N.T. Wright  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We modern people think of 
miracles as the suspension 
of the natural order, but 
Jesus meant them to be the 

restoration of the natural 
order. The Bible tells us that 
God did not originally make 
the world to have disease, 
hunger, and death in it. 
Jesus has come to redeem 
where it is wrong and heal 
the world where it is 
broken. His miracles are not 
just proofs that he has 
power but also wonderful 
foretastes of what he is 
going to do with that power. 
Jesus’s miracles are not 
just a challenge to our 
minds, but a promise to our 
hearts, that the world we all 

want is coming. 

—Timothy J. Keller  
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  8I have set the LORD always before me; 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

9Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

 my flesh also dwells secure. 
10For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 
 or let your holy one see corruption. 

11You make known to me the path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the be-ginning,  

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE            Colossians 3:1–4 
 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things 

that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then 

you also will appear with him in glory. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

ALLELUIA      Christ Is Arisen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the 
earth. And though worms de-
stroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God. For now 
is Christ risen from the dead, 
the first fruits of them that 

sleep.  

—Handel’s Messiah, from  

Job 19  and 1 Corinthians 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we have the Son of God, 
who faces death and opposes 
the devil on our behalf, on our 
side, let the devil rage as he 
will.  If the Son of God died for 
me, let death consume and 
devour me, for he will have to 
return and restore me, and I 
will stand my ground against 

him.  Christ died; death de-
voured the Son of God.  But in 
doing so, death swallowed a 
thorn and had to get rid of it. It 
was impossible for death to 
hold Him…. Therefore attach 
yourself to Him, and you will 
tear through death and the 

devil. 

—Martin Luther 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 

 
HOLY GOSPEL          Matthew 28:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chap-
ter. 

  

 
  

 1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there 

was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like light-

ning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled 

and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for 
he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly 

and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going 

before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they 

departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his dis-

ciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up 
and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see 

me.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...God is invading the 
territory held by the Prince 
of Darkness. The definitive 
closure of this cosmic 
invasion, the V-Day to its D-
Day, will be the final Day of 
God. On that last day there 
will be only one Ruler, only 

one Lord. Scripture is quite 
clear and unambiguous 
about that. The Judge of all 
the cosmos will not be 
Satan. Radical evil will have 
no status in the day of 
judgment, or the day of final 
reconciliation, as [Miroslav] 
Volf calls it. “Death shall 
have no more dominion” (cf. 
Rom. 6: 9). If evil is the 
absence of good, then the 
victory of our Lord and of 
his Christ will be the 
absence of evil, for ever and 

ever. 

—Fleming Rutledge  

 

 

 

 

Death does not have the 
last word, and the grave 
does not have the last word, 
and goodbye does not have 
the last word. For the living 

Christ declares that beyond 
death is life, and beyond 
the grave is resurrection, 
and beyond goodbye is 
hello. And if you trust in His 
word, you will hear that 

hello. 

―Timothy Boerger 
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  CHILDREN'S SERMON          Pastor Timothy Boerger 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen        LSB 474 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002360 

 

CATECHISM LESSON 
P The Conclusion of the Lord's Prayer: 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

  

P What does this mean? 

C This means that I should be certain that these petitions are 

pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He 
Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has prom-

ised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

 

SERMON            Pastor Timothy Boerger 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

We should learn to remind 
ourselves of Christ’s victory. In 
Christ, we already have every-
thing that we need. We only 
live to spread this message of 
victory to other people. With 
our word and example, we tell 
them about the victory that 
Christ secured for us and gave 
to us. Christ, our victory, ac-
complished everything. We 
don’t need to add anything to 
it. We don’t need to wipe 
away our own sins, or try to 
conquer death and the devil. 
Everything has already been 
done for us. We’re not fighting 
the real battle. We’re only suf-
fering now in order to share in 
Christ’s victory. All of our suf-
fering combined, even all the 
suffering and blood of the 
martyrs and saints, wouldn’t 
give us the victory. It’s not 
accomplished by what we do. 
Some people claim that we 

ought to be able to conquer 
sin, death, and hell on our 
own. By saying this, they in-
sult Christ. But our struggles 
and fighting come way too 
late. The battle must be won 
beforehand if we are to have 
any comfort and peace. Christ 
says, “I have already won. 
Accept my victory. Sing about 
it and glorify it. Take comfort 

in it. 

—Martin Luther 
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  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAISE   Glorious Day 

One day when Heaven was filled with His praises,  

One day when sin was as black as could be, 
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin, dwelt among men. My example is 

He. 

The Word became flesh and the light shined among us, His glory re-

vealed. 

 

REFRAIN  
Living, He loved me. Dying, He saved me.  

Buried, He carried my sins far away.  

Rising, He justified freely forever.  

One day He’s coming; oh, glorious day, oh, glorious day. 

 
One day they led Him up Calvary’s mountain.  

One day they nailed Him to die on a tree.  

Suffering anguish, despised and rejected, bearing our sins, my Redeemer 

is He,  

The hands that healed nations stretched out on a tree and took the nails 

for me.  
 

REFRAIN 

Living, He loved me. Dying, He saved me.  

Buried, He carried my sins far away.  

Rising, He justified freely forever.  
One day He’s coming; oh, glorious day, oh, glorious day. 

 

One day the grave could conceal Him no longer. 

One day the stone rolled away from the door. 

Then He arose; over death He had conquered.  

Now He’s ascended, my Lord evermore.  
Death could not hold Him, the grave could not keep Him from rising 

again. 

 

REFRAIN 

Living, He loved me. Dying, He saved me.  
Buried, He carried my sins far away.  

Rising, He justified freely forever.  

One day He’s coming; oh, glorious day, oh, glorious day, glorious day. 

 

 

You know how it is when 
some great king enters a 
large city and dwells in one 
of its houses; because of his 
dwelling in that single 
house, the whole city is hon-
ored, and enemies and rob-
bers cease to molest it. Even 
so is it with the King of all; 
He has come into our coun-
try and dwelt in one body 
amidst the many, and in 
consequence the designs of 

the enemy against mankind 
have been foiled and the 
corruption of death, which 
formerly held them in its 
power, has simply ceased to 
be. For the human race 
would have perished utterly 
had not the Lord and Savior 
of all the Son of God, come 
among us to put an end to 

death. 

―Athanasius of Alexandria  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There does not exist any 
more a holy mountain or a 
holy city or holy land which 
can be marked on a map. 
The reason is not that God’s 
holiness in space has sud-
denly become unworthy of 
Him or has changed into a 

heathen ubiquity. The rea-
son is that all prophecy is 
now fulfilled in Jesus, and 
God’s holiness in space, like 
all God’s holiness, is now 
called and is Jesus of Naza-

reth. 

―Karl Barth 
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  BREAK 

One day the trumpet will sound for His coming. 

One day the skies with His glory will shine.  
Wonderful day my Beloved – One bringing.  

My Savior, Jesus is mine.  

 

REFRAIN 

Living, He loved me. Dying, He saved me.  

Buried, He carried my sins far away.  
Rising, He justified freely forever.  

One day He’s coming; oh, glorious day, oh, glorious day,  

glorious day, oh, glorious day. 
 

CCLI Song # 5638022 
John Wilbur Chapman | Mark Hall | Michael Bleecker 
© 2009 My Refuge Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Be Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2960207  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CANTICLE

  

 

 

 
 

Come then; leap upon these 
mountains, skip upon these 
hills and heights of earth. The 
road to Heaven does not run 
from the world but through it. 
The longest [Dinner] Session of 
all is no discontinuation of 
these sessions here, but a 
lifting of them all by priestly 
love. It is a place for men, not 
ghosts—for the risen gor-
geousness of the New Earth 
and for the glorious earthiness 

of the True Jerusalem.  

Eat well then. Between our 
love and His Priesthood, He 
makes all things new. Our last 

Home will be home indeed.  

—Robert Farrar Capon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salvation, then, is not “going 
to heaven” but “being raised 
to life in God’s new heaven 
and new earth.” But as soon 
as we put it like this we real-
ize that the New Testament is 
full of hints, indications, and 
downright assertions that this 
salvation isn’t just something 
we have to wait for in the long
-distance future. We can enjoy 
it here and now (always par-
tially, of course, since we all 

still have to die), genuinely 
anticipating in the present 
what is to come in the future. 
“We were saved,” says Paul in 
Romans 8:24, “in hope.” The 
verb “we were saved” indi-
cates a past action, something 
that has already taken place, 
referring obviously to the com-
plex of faith and baptism of 
which Paul has been speaking 
in the letter so far. But this 
remains “in hope” because we 
still look forward to the ulti-
mate future salvation of which 
he speaks in (for instance) 

Romans 5:9, 10. 

―N.T. Wright  
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  CONCLUDING COLLECT 
P Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has assured forgiveness of sins 

and deliverance from eternal death. Strengthen us by Your Holy 

Spirit that our faith in Christ may increase daily and that we may 
hold fast to the hope that on the Last Day we shall be raised in glory 

to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

 
 

HYMN      Jesus Christ Is Risen Today         LSB 457 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 

The congregation goes forth in joy. 

 

 

 

He is the "first fruits," the 
"pioneer of life." He has 
forced open a door that has 

been locked since the death 
of the first man. He has 
met, fought, and beaten the 
King of Death. Everything is 
different because He has 
done so. This is the 
beginning of the New 
Creation: a new chapter in 

cosmic history has opened.  

—C.S. Lewis 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then I looked, and I heard 
around the throne and the 
living creatures and the 
elders the voice of many 
angels, numbering myriads 
of myriads and thousands 
of thousands, saying with a 

loud voice,  

“Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power 

and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and 

glory and blessing! 

And I heard every creature 
in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, 

saying,  

“To him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be 
blessing and honor and 
glory and might forever and 

ever!” 

—Revelation 5:11-14 
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The church was, is, and never will be perfect. And even though organized reli-

gion feels especially and desperately broken in these times, that's actually a 

good reminder for all of us. Because that's how I too, as one lone human being, 

feel in these times: especially and desperately broken… And I'm nearly certain 

I'm not alone. Because that's how the world feels these days too. 

Which is exactly why we need the church to be what the church is for. And why 

we need it to be what it always has been: wandering, flailing about, desperate, 

and broken, and misguided. And yet, still bringing people together to search for 

the divine hidden in all this mess. And every once in a while, finding it, often in 

ordinary things, like water, or bread and wine, or in the open hand that wel-

comes a stranger. 

Because that's who I am: wandering, broken, still searching. And it's the one 

organization that I'm grateful will have me, honestly, for a member. 

And in its all-too-humanness, it can point us to what we so desperately need: a 

faith that makes the broken whole, a love that reconciles the very worst in us, a 

hope that is certain enough to see beyond the present and the past. 

And, most importantly, to a life that conquers death, finally and for all. 

—Travis J. Scholl 
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        XXIII. 

   Hear us, O hear us, Lord; to Thee   

A sinner is more music, when he prays,   

   Than spheres' or angels' praises be,   

In panegyric alleluias ;   

              Hear us, for till Thou hear us, Lord,   

              We know not what to say ;   

Thine ear to our sighs, tears, thoughts, gives voice and word ;   

O Thou, who Satan heard'st in Job's sick day,   

Hear Thyself now, for Thou in us dost pray.   

 

 

 

        XXIV. 

   That we may change to evenness   

This intermitting aguish piety ;   

   That snatching cramps of wickedness   

And apoplexies of fast sin may die ;   

              That music of Thy promises,   

              Not threats in thunder may   

Awaken us to our just offices ;   

What in Thy book Thou dost, or creatures say,   

That we may hear, Lord, hear us when we pray.    

 

    —John Donne, A Litany   
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The Risen Lord (1998) by contemporary Chinese artist He Qi. (He Qi © 2014 All rights Reserved. Used by permission.) 
  
He Qi (1951) grew up in China during the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). Having had some art lessons as a youth, 

he started painting Mao portraits in order to escape hard labor on the fields. One day he saw Rafael’s painting of 
Madonna and Child in an old art magazine. He was drawn immediately to the peaceful smile of Jesus’ mother, 
which led to his interest in Christianity. He Qi studied medieval art at the Hamburg Art Institute, Germany and 
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work shows the influence of medieval European art, as well as his familiarity with Chinese folk art, such as 
woodcuts, paper cutting, traditional weaving and embroidery. 

—biography by Francisca F. Ireland-Verwoerd,  
Boston University School of Theology  



 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

Reverend Timothy M. Boerger, Pastor 

4200 Olney-Laytonsville Road 

Olney, Maryland  20830 

www.olneygoodshepherd.org 


