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“Our Mother” 
 

“But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother.”  – Galatians 4:26 (NIV) 
 

Mother’s Day is coming up this Sunday (don’t forget!), and just two weeks later we will observe the Feast of 

Pentecost, when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the Christian church. I appreciate it when 

Mother’s Day and Pentecost fall in close proximity, because Christians have always described the Church as our 

mother. In the third century, St. Cyprian of Carthage put it like this: “No one can have God as his Father who does 

not have the Church as his mother.” Now, I realize that we Lutherans are maybe not used to talking this way about 

the Church—at least, not to the same extent as our brothers and sisters in the Catholic and Orthodox churches. In 

any case, Cyprian’s statement is open to misunderstanding. But listen to what Luther says in the Large Catechism: 

“[The Holy Spirit] has a unique community in the world, which is the mother that begets and bears every Christian 

through the Word of God....” This unique community is the Church.   
 

Luther describes the Holy Spirit as “placing us in the church’s lap, where He preaches to us and brings us to Christ.” 

To say that the church is our mother is to say that the Holy Spirit brings us to faith in Christ through and within a 

community. 
 

I suspect this sounds a bit odd in this individualistic culture that we live in. Americans tend to think about their 

spiritual life—if they think about it at all—as a “spiritual journey,” a phrase that conjures the image of an intrepid 

explorer, forging alone into the vast unknown. Even Christians have bought into this notion to a certain extent. I’ve 

heard more than one Christian preacher recite the old chestnut that “sitting in church no more makes you a Christian 

than sitting in the garage makes you a car.”  But that’s not quite right. The bare fact is that none of us would know 

of Jesus or believe in him if someone else had not told us about him first. We are no more capable of bringing 

ourselves to faith in Christ than of bringing ourselves into this world. And the Christian Church—the community of 

all those who believe in Jesus—is the only community in the world where the sin-forgiving, faith-creating good news 

about Jesus is told. That’s why the Church is a unique community.   
 

So, you might say that the church isn’t so much like garage as it is like an auto plant. Sitting inside the auto plant 

may not necessarily make you a car. But that’s place where cars are made. Likewise, sitting in church or having your 

name on the membership roster will not, in and of itself, make you a Christian. But within this community—gathered 

around the Word of God, where the story of Jesus is told, and sins are forgiven—this community is where the Holy 

Spirit makes Christians.  That is why the Church is our mother. 
 

And just like you never outgrow being your parent’s child, so we never outgrow our need for the Church. Like 

children, we fall down; we break things; we scrape ourselves up on the rough edges of this life. Thanks be to God 

that the Holy Spirit continues to place us in the lap of this community, the Holy Christian Church, our mother, who 

wipes our tears in the name of Jesus and soothes us once again with the story of God’s mighty love and daily reminds 

us that we are children of the Most High. Then the Spirit sends us out again to be tear-wipers and good-news 

proclaimers and life-givers to one another and to all the world as members of God’s chosen community. 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

--Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

About People . . . 
 

 We continue to pray for: 
  
.  .  .  God’s care for our relatives and 
friends: For Karl who was recently 
diagnosed with cancer (Marc Gregory 
request); For Naomi Maxfield, 

continued healing (Eric’s sister-in-law); for Pastor Job 
and his wife Jancy who developed Covid and are 
improving.  They live in India and visited Good Shepherd 
where he preached in July 2018 (friends of Nancy Wald); 
For Elsie Stevick, prayers for continued healing; For 
Lisa Ryan (daughter of Lanie Bellman), recovering in the 
hospital from a stroke (Gail Hinds request); For Janet 
Mullen for first of two outpatient procedures for benign 
mass in her stomach; For Janet Mullen’s friend (Marilyn) 
who is still in remission after her check-up this week.  
 

.  ,  . Military serving our country:  Seth M. stationed in 
Korea (Darlene M. request): Trevor W. now serving in 
North Caroline (Brianna H. request); Libby S. (friend of 
Jeanne B.) stationed in Ankara, Turkey; Raphael 
(neighbor of the Hoffman’s) Marine Corps; Mike H. Jr. 
(deployed (friend of Ron & Cindy M.)  
 
.  .  .  those who mourn: For the family of Angelia 
Chatman (mother to a friend of Matt Quinn) who died on 
April 7 from complications due to Covid; For the family of 
Randy Heden (Randy’s wife Pam Heden is a childhood 
friend of Colette Carter); For the Weinstein family 
(Maxfield’s neighbor and friend).  Susan, the wife and 
mother, passed away after a long and difficult battle with 
cancer.  Prayers for comfort and peace for the family. 
 

    For those who serve on the front lines of the 
    pandemic: 
 
    Sarah King             Elena Wilson 

Sarah Edsinger     Vicki Wilk    
Thomas Gordon     Robert Seggel 
David Hillhouse       Rosemary Sampogna      
Deb Harman        Molly Mullen    
Paul Fowler        Kathy Nicholson 
Mike Rajnik          Phil Nicholson         
Christine Birch     Dawn McCann 
Judi Seggel                      Sungjoon Ryou 
Lori Falck (Dolores Falck’s daughter-in-law) 
 

 
 

     Baptism 
 

Kamryn Ruth McLean 
 

Baptized on May 2, 2021 
 

 

We welcome Kamryn into our faith family 
and ask God’s blessing on our new sister in 
Christ.  

 

Bible Verses to Remember 

 
Acts 2:1-4 

 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where 
they were sitting.  They saw what seemed 
to be tongues of fire that separated and 
came to rest on each one of them.  All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them.  

 

Flower Arrangers Needed 
 

The people who arrange the flowers then 
set them in front of the altar for the Sunday 
morning service, wouldl ike to add several 
more people to the crew.  If you enjoy 
working with flowers and arranging them, 
please contact Connie Strachan at 
conmom16@comcast.net and she will give 
you the details. 

 
     Thank you,  Connie 

 

Luther Quote 
 
“Your faith comes from Him, not from you.  

And everything that works faith within you 

comes from Him and not from you.” 

mailto:conmom16@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

OGSLY continues to meet via Zoom or Google Meet on Tuesdays, Fridays, and every Sunday at 10:00 

for Sunday School. For Sunday School we started a new topic, Purity. As you might have guessed, this 

topic on sex gets people’s attention and our Sunday School attendance increased. Please know that 

during our study, we are seeking to understand what God Himself says concerning what sex and sexual 

purity should mean to our young people. 

Thank you OGSLY, Sunday Schoolers, leaders, and helpers for another wonderfully executed nearly 

all virtual Youth Sunday! Yes, there were a couple of glitches (there always are), but it was a 

wonderful effort by all who participated. Again, many thanks!  

 

 
 

To celebrate Mother’s Day this year, OGSLY met twice to create Mother’s Day cards for every Mom, 

Grandmother, Great Grandomother, Aunt, Sister, Soon to be Mom, Step Mom, Foster Mom and 

Potential Mom. Happy Mother’s Day to you all! You are an amazing gift to us all! We love you! 

          
We continue to pray for when we can all safely and routinely be together again. We also share prayers 

of Thanksgiving for all our opportuities virtually and in person. Sending blessings to you all.  



 

 

 

 

 

High School and College Graduates 

 
If you are a high school or college 
graduate this year, please submit 

a wallet size picture and a 
brief description of your high 
school or college 

achievements and your future 
plans to the church office no 

later than Wednesday, May 9.  If 
you have not yet heard from Nancy Wald, 

please contact her at the email address below 
about the exact information that is needed.  Our 
Graduate Recognition date will be decided 
later.  We encourage all graduates to attend.  
Please email your picture and information to 
Nancy at 
nancy.wald@olneygoodshepherd.org. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
You are encouraged to wear red MAY 
23 to commemorate the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles at 
PENTECOST.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pete S,  
Jon T. 
Linda B. 
Carol S. 
Charlie L 
Leslie M 
Christopher K 
Alexander Z. 
Alexis C. 
Lynda V. 
Nathan N. 
Maria S. 
Ames B. 
Adam H. 
Kristen M. 
Sarah L. 
Patrick Z 
Mark K 
Dawn M 
Chris P. 
Robie H. 

 

 

Daniel & Linda B. 
Gaetan & Carol B. 

Catherine S. & David R.  
Doug & Joan D. 

Richard & Kathy E. 
Nathan & Melissa N. 

Mike & Mary R. 
Randall & Carmen F. 

Mark & Paula H. 
Mike & Robie H.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

      C.A.R.E. 
 (Caring and 
         Respecting 
                    Everyone)                                                 

__________________________________ 
 

(Saturday Morning LCGS Men’s Group) 

 
 

 

    

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES 
 

  Pastor Tim’s Bible Class from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 
on Zoom  

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Children’s classes at 8:45 with Cindy King.  
Contact her at cindyk5@verizon.net and she will 
send you a link to join the class. 
 

High School Sunday School 
OGSLY meets Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. via 
Zoom.  Contact Steve Gordon for more 
information. 
 

OTHERS 
 

Book Club – Sunday, March 14 on Zoom at 
6:00 p.m. 
 

Women’s Bible Class with Pastor Tim 
Thursday mornings 10:30-12:00 noon on 
Zoom – 1-2 Fascinating Bible Stories 
 

          
 

You are invited to join one or more of these 
groups.  Call the office at 301-774-9125 for 
information, or to contact the people in charge, or 
email at:  
            office@olneygoodshepherd.org 
 

 

Church Sign Seen in Florida 
 

     “When life is not a bed of roses, remember      
       who wore the thorns!! 

  
        - Joyful Noiseletter – May-June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Good Shepherd  

   Book Club 
 

   will meet on  
 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 
 

  On a Zoom call at 6:00 p.m.  
 

     “The Island of Sea Women” 
 

  Written by Lisa See 
 

Attention, attention and now that I have your 
attention, please note that Mother's Day is the 
second Sunday of May.  So be nice to your mother 
and join us on the third Sunday of May where 
you will learn about two Korean girls from very 
different backgrounds who began working in the 
sea with their village's all-female diving team.  
Over many decades, including the Japanese 
colonization of the 1930s and 1940s, World War II, 
the Korean War and the era of cellphones and 
wets suits, they develop the closest of bonds.  But 
after hundreds of dives and years of friendship, 
forces outside their control will push their 
relationship to the breaking point.  Compelling, 
heart-wrenching and beautifully written!  So, come 
and join us on a video conference.  Mark Gregory 
will get us all connected to our new Covid 19 book 
club. 
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          Social Ministry Board 
 

The Social Ministry Board will again prepare 
sandwiches for the Men’s Emergency Shelter on 
Saturday, May 29, the fifth Saturday.  We will need 
cheese slices, bread, fruit (for example, apples), 2 
Liter bottles of soda, and sandwich bags.  We have 
chips, box juice and luncheon meat.  We will also 
need a few volunteers to help prepare the 
sandwiches.   
 
If you cannot bring the food before May 29, please 
bring it to the church at noon on Saturday, the 29th. 
 
Also, please contact Gaetan Brunetto with your 
donation at adelebrunetto@aol.com or 301-355-
8235. 
 

   Thank you, Bob Wolters   
 

 
 
The deadline for the June newsletter is Monday, May 
24. Please leave your articles in the newsletter  
mailbox or email them to 
nancy.wald@olneygoodshepherd.org.  

 
Thanks, Nancy 

        

 Easter Potpourri 
 

It was Palm Sunday, and because he had a 
cold, five-year-old Johnny stayed home from 
church with a sitter.  When the family returned 
home, they were carrying several palm 
branches. 
 

The boy asked what they were for.  “People 
held them over Jesus’ head as He walked by,” 
his father explained. 
 

Wouldn’t you know it,” the boy fumed.  “The one 
Sunday I don’t go, He shows up.” 

 

  Look for the Helpers 
 

When Fred Rogers was a boy, he was a “sickly, 
chubby boy” whose classmates called him “fat 
Freddy” and chased him home from school, 
according to Maxwell King’s biography of Mister 
Rogers, The Good Neighbor. 
 
His mother was well known around town for her 
extraordinary kindness and generosity, and was a 
model for Fred.  “When I was a boy and I would 
see scary things in the news, my mother would say 
to me: ‘Look for the helpers.  You will always find 
people who are helping,’ Rogers recalled.  “To this 
day, especially in times of disaster, I remember my 
mother’s words, and I am always comforted by 
realizing that there are still so many helpers – so 
many caring people in this world.”  
 
Rogers was deeply religious, committed to his 
mother’s Presbyterian faith, and later became an 
ordained Presbyterian minister.  He also became 
a vegetarian.  “I don’t want to eat anything that has 
a mother,” he explained.   
 
A friend in Rogers’ church said: “What would Christ 
be like?  He would be like Fred.  He would 
encourage you to do things that were right and   
would help other people.” 

 
                  - Joyful Noiseletter – May-June 2019 

 

mailto:adelebrunetto@aol.com
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8am - Men's Group

8:45am - Sunday School

9am - Outdoor Communion 

11am - Worship-Eucharist

7pm -  Ministry Team 10:30am - Ladies Bible 

9pm -  MOPs

8:45am - Sunday School

9:30am - Adult Bible Study 

11am - Worship-Eucharist

7pm - Board of Elders 10:30am - Ladies Bible 

9pm -  MOPs

8:45am - Sunday School

9:30am - Adult Bible Study 

11am - Worship-Eucharist

6pm - Book Club

7pm - Board of Trustees @ 10:30am - Ladies Bible 

9pm -  MOPs

7:15pm - Game Care Group 

8:45am - Sunday School

9:30am - Adult Bible Study 

11am - Worship-Eucharist

5:30pm - SCCC Board 10:30am - Ladies Bible 

9pm -  MOPs

1pm -  Safe Haven 

8:45am - Sunday School

9:30am - Adult Bible Study 

11am - Worship-Eucharist

Sun M o n T u e W e d Thu Fr i S a t



 

 

 

 

 

Current Sunday Worship Services 

Are live streamed at 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School – ZOOM Classes only. 

Check page 5 for times.  
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Is published monthly by 

The Lutheran Church  
of the Good Shepherd 

Olney, Maryland 20830-0280 
Telephone: 301-774-9125 

FAX: 301-774-9649 
www.olneygoodshepherd.org 

 

Pastor: Rev. Tim Boerger 
pastor@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 
 

Office Secretary: Cate McDonald 
office@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Wald 
nancy.wald@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 
The deadline for the June issue is 

Monday, May 24, 2021 
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