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“God’s Grandeur” 
 

The earth is the LORD'S and all that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein. 
For it is he who founded it upon the seas and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. (Psalm 24:1-2, BCP 1979) 
 

For what can be known about God is plain to [human beings], because God has shown it to them. Ever since 
the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in 
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse…. (Romans1:19-20 RSV) 
 

It can be easy to forget—especially in these anxious times—that every day we stand in the midst of a miracle.  
The sheer existence of anything at all (let alone your existence) is so improbable that it demands an explanation. 
The astounding beauty and the complex order and relentless fecundity of nature are living cantatas extoling the 
Creator of the cosmos—a wordless, fractal Te deum chanted in feather and flower and starlight and cicada song. 
As the English poet Gerard Manley Hopkins proclaims, “The world is charged with the grandeur of God.” 
 

Born in 1844, Gerard Manley Hopkins was raised in a devoutly Christian family that valued art, language, and 
nature. He attended Oxford, where he left the Anglicanism of his childhood to join the Catholic Church, and 
eventually he became a Jesuit priest. As a priest, he served various parishes in England and Scotland before 
spending his final years teaching at University College Dublin. Hopkins found it difficult to reconcile poetry and 
priesthood, and most of his poems remained unpublished at the time of his death in1889; however, he is now 
recognized as one of the great poets of the Victorian era and a forerunner of twentieth century poetry. 
 

One of the significant themes of Hopkins’s poetry is God’s self-revelation in nature. In “God’s Grandeur,” Hopkins 
reflects on the power of God revealed by the created world. The grind of daily existence and heedless humanity’s 
exploitation of nature may obscure the Creator’s grandeur, but it cannot erase it. The persistence of natural 
beauty reminds us that God is not done with us yet. The Spirit of God who hovered over the primordial deep is 
still active in the world, pointing us toward the dawn of Resurrection. May that same Spirit be at work in you and 
awaken you to the grandeur of God shining all around you each day. 

 

--Pastor Tim 
 

God's Grandeur  
                                                    By Gerard Manley Hopkins 

 

The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 
    It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
    It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed.  Why do men then now not reck his rod? 
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
    And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 
    And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
    There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 

 



 

 

 

About People . . . 
 

 We continue to pray for:   
 
.  .  . God’s care for former 
members:  Rich & Lynn Boyd and 
family who are doing much better 
after a bout with Covid 19. 

 

.  .  . God’s care for our relatives and friends:  
Prayers for Dr. Fowler’s patients and all Covid 
patients in Lower Alabama and Fort Rucker as 
hospitals and ICU’s are at maximum capacity due to 
the Delta variant of Covid 19.  
 

.  .  . Moms-to-be – Carrie Strachan and husband 
are expecting their first child in late September.  Jim 
& Connie Strachan will be the grandparents. 
 

.  .  .  New Life   GORDON grandchild   
Birth of  Ethan John to Sarah (Gordon) and Ross 
Edsinger on  August 26.  We welcome this new little 
one into our church family. 
 

.  .  .  For the firefighters and those affected by the 
devastating fires in the West and around the world 
AND those who were devastated by the 
earthquakes in Haiti and the hurricane that came 
in at Louisiana this week.  

 

.  .  . Military serving our country:  Seth M. stationed 
in Korea (Darlene M. request): Trevor W. now serving 
in North Caroline (Brianna H. request); Libby S. 
(friend of Jeanne B.) stationed in Ankara, Turkey; 
Raphael (neighbor of the Hoffman’s) Marine Corps; 
Mike H. Jr. (deployed (friend of Ron & Cindy M.); and 
former member, Kim Misenheimer who is serving 
with the Army in Afghanistan (request by Lu Otto). 

 

.  .  . those who mourn: for the family of Dennis 
Smith who is survived by his wife Donna Smith and 
two sons.  Donna is a dear friend and neighbor of 
Nancy Wald).  

*Names used with permission 

     

Bible Verse to Remember   
 

Isaiah 43:1 
 

But now thus says the Lord, 
He who created you, O Jacob, 
He who formed you, O Israel, 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine! 

 

    RSV 

For medical professionals who serve 
on the front lines of the pandemic: 
 

Sarah King            Elena Wilson 
Sarah Edsinger         Vicki Wilk    
Thomas Gordon         Robert Seggel 
David Hillhouse          Rosemary Sampogna      
Deb Harman            Molly Mullen    
Paul Fowler            Kathy Nicholson 
Mike Rajnik         Phil Nicholson         
Christine Birch         Dawn McCann 
Judi Seggel           Sungjoon Ryou 
Lori Falck (Dolores Falck’s daughter-in-law) 

Social Ministry News 

 

The Board on Social Ministry has several 
projects that require additional volunteers.  
The following are the projects that need your 
help. 
 

• Collection of school supplies for Rosa Parks  
Middle School.  Details on page 3. 

 

• Men’s Emergency Shelter 
 

      Volunteers to prepare sandwiches on the 5th    
      Saturday next month in October. 
 

• Interfaith Works: Volunteers to deliver 
the used clothes collected. 
 

There is a new sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board.  Pick a month to deliver the clothes.  
The address and new times are included. 

 

• Thanksgiving and Christmas Dinners 
 

We need additional help for the delivery of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas gift cards 
and Christmas presents. 
 

• The Board would like to have another yard 
sale next May and volunteers are needed 
for advertising, setup, sale and food. 
 

  Thanks, Bob Wolters 
 

One Liners 
 

“Tomorrow is a new day.  You shall begin it well, 
and serenely, and with too high a spirit to be 
encumbered with your old nonsense.”  

 

                  -  Ralph Waldo Emerson  
                                     via Apple Seeds 
     - Joyful Noiseletter, September-October 2021 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

    

   Will you Help? 
 
We will again collect school supplies for Rosa 
Parks Middle School.  A box is a available in the 
church on Sunday mornings.  The box is 
available between 10:00 and 1:00 t the rear 
entrance of the church.  The following are the 
supplies Rosa Park requested.  

 
2-inch Binders 
Pocket Folders 
Spiral notebooks 
Pens 
Pencils 
Sharpeners 
Notebook paper 
Rulers 
Glue Sticks 
Large Backpacks 
Colored Pencils 
Markers 
Hand Sanitizer 
Disposable Masks 

 

  Thanks, Bob Wolters 
 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voters Meeting 

 
Sunday, September 26, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. 

 
Please Plan to Attend. 

 

 

 
                 For the Month of September 
 

 

  Rally Day 
    is coming on 

   September 12, 2021 
 
      

Join us on Sunday Morning, September 12, and 
every Sunday after for Sunday School! 

 
Sunday School is offered for children from age 3 
through grade 6. Sunday School offers time for 
children to develop relationships with one another 
and develop their faith through sharing, learning, 
music, and craft. Sunday School Opening is held in 
the all-purpose room adjacent to the preschool 
wing. This year, Sunday School lessons will 
continue Old Testament Studies in Unit 6 of the 
Enduring Faith Bible Curriculum "God Restores His 
People" In response to pandemic concerns, 
classes will be offered hybrid with online and in 
person classes occurring simultaneously. Contact 
Cindy King with questions at cindyk5@verizon.net  

 
Who: children age 3 through grade 6 
 

When: 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. 
 
Where: All Purpose Room or on Zoom Link 
 
What: Opening activities 
 

• Music 
•  
• Lessons (break out groups) 
•  
• Crafts 
•  
• Closing prayers 

 

 
We look forward to seeing you soon!

mailto:cindyk5@verizon.net


 

 

 

OGSLY members have enjoyed another busy month participating in various activites. They continiued 

to enjoy their weekly dinner/bowling sessions. However, they are sad that these sessions ended on Labor 

Day. OGSLY member’s scores improved trememdously in spite of each person’s unique bowling style. 

😊  

Paitently awaiting their turn to bowl… 

 
One Thursday, instead of bowling, OGSLY desided to start cleaning up the OGSLY room and to begin 

re-decorating it. So as they finish up their study of Media, they appreciate their clean surroundings. Take 

a peek to see their work in progress. 

Sunday School 

 
 

OGSLY also accepted the task of weeding the pre-school playground. The before and after pictures 

illustrate their huge effort. Their hard work will allow the pre-schoolers a lovely place to play. Thank 

you, Nathan North, for your awesome help with this effort. 

 

 



 

 

 

Pre-school Playground – Before 

 

Pre-school Playground – After 

 
 

OGSLY’s September plans include getting back into attending school in person, creating care packages 

for college kids and other members, making baby banners (as needed), finishing the OGSLY room face 

lift, fundraising for future events, and praying for peace, joy, and love to all.  

 

We pray for good health and safety for all. May we all feel God’s love as we move through our lives 

especially for those experiencing the loss of a loved one. Sending hugs and blessings to you all.  
  



 

 

 

 
      C.A.R.E. 
 (Caring and 
         Respecting 
                    Everyone)                                                 

__________________________________ 
 

(Saturday Morning LCGS Men’s Group) 

 
 

 

The Men’s Group will meet on Saturday, 
September 4 at 8:00 a.m.  

    
 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES 

  
Pastor Tim’s Bible Class from 9:30 – 
10:15 a.m. on Zoom – will begin on 
September 2. 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
Children’s classes at 8:45 with Cindy King.  
Contact her at cindyk5@verizon.net and she will 
send you a link to join the class. 
 
High School Sunday School 
OGSLY meets Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Youth Room but can accommodate 
anyone who would like to Zoom into our 
classroom.  Contact Steve or Colette with any 
questions.   
 
OTHERS  
 
Book Club – Sunday, September 12 on Zoom 
at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Women’s Bible Class with Pastor Tim on 
Thursday mornings will begin on 
September 2. 
 
You are invited to join one or more of these 
groups.  Call the office at 301-774-9125 for 
information, or to contact the people in charge, 
or email at:  
 
          office @olneygoodshepherd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Good Shepherd  

   Book Club 
 

   will meet on  
 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 
 

On a Zoom call at 6:00 p.m.  
 

“The Engineers’ Wife” 
Written by Tracey Emerson Wood 

 

The Civil War was just beginning. Wash (short 
for Washington) Roebling met his dream girl, 
Emily.  They married and Wash joined the 
Union Army.  The battles at Bull Run and 
Gettysburg would forever change his life.  John 
Roebling, Wash's father was in charge of 
Roebling and Sons, a factory making a variety 
of types of wire based in Trenton, New Jersey.  
The Roebling's true love was building bridges 
over roaring rivers.  They, like Mr. Eads (who 
built the bridge over the Mississippi at ST. 
Louis), had no engineering degree.  But they 
studied, tested samples and learned from the 
ground up.  (Or should I say riverbed up!)  At 
any rate they received the bid to build the 
Brooklyn Bridge over the East River.  And then 
tragedy struck.  Industrial accidents killed John 
and incapacitated Wash.  Despite stern 
resistance and overwhelming obstacles, Emily 
stepped into the job of head engineer and put 
the rest of her life on hold.  Join us as we visit 
the conflicts that a woman must face doing a 
man's job and the choices she must make.  
Women didn't even have the right to Vote.  If we 
could only gather, I would bring a real NYC 
bagel to celebrate such an achievement.  Marc will 

zoom us in at 6.  See everyone then.    

 
   

   

mailto:cindyk5@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

    
 
 

   Shelley D. 
   Nadine B. 

Kathy S.    
Jeffrey B. 
Gail H. 
Joan R.  
Carolyn D. 
Sandy L. 
Jim R. 
Rachel V. 
Philip N. 
Mary R. 
Ele E. 
Lola T. 
Sophie B. 
Gaetan B. 
Brianna H.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
       Jimi & Lucy T.  
       Andy & Lisa C.  
       Anthony & Janet B. 
       Anthony & Angela H 
       Tom & Kim L. 

Mary R. 
Ele E. 

 

Shepherd’s Care 
Children’s Center 
Sandra Pernie, Director 

301-570-7566 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Members of LCGS, 
 
I am pleased to announce that Shepherd’s 
Care Children’s Center will be reopening this 
fall. My staff and I have really missed the 
children over this past year, and we are very 
excited to see everyone’s smiling faces. 
 
I am saddened that we lost Ms. Helen, but I 
wish her much success in her newest 
endeavors! The rest of the staff is returning this 
year and I could not be more thrilled.  
 
We have been very busy setting up our 
classrooms and working on lesson plans. We 
have a lot of great things planned for this year. 
The school will begin on September 3rd with a 
Meet and Greet with new and returning 
families. We will host our Meet and Greet 
outdoors near the playground.  Each family will  
have a chance to take an individual tour 
around their child’s classroom. 
 
Please keep us in your prayers throughout the 
school year. We appreciate your continued 
support. 

 
Much love, 

 
Sandra Pernie 
Director 
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Sunday Worship Services 

Are live streamed at 11:00 a.m. 
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The Messenger 
Is published monthly by 

The Lutheran Church  
of the Good Shepherd 

Olney, Maryland 20830-0280 
Telephone: 301-774-9125 

FAX: 301-774-9649 
www.olneygoodshepherd.org 

 

Pastor: Rev. Tim Boerger 
pastor@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 
 

Office Secretary: Cate McDonald 
office@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Wald 
nancy.wald@olneygoodshepherd.org 

 
The deadline for the October issue is 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 
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